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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 109 which now exist in the United 
OF THE MANAGERS States. 

OF THE We have now been in existence 

BIBLE SOCIETY OF FREDE- two years and some months, during 

RICK COUNTY, (Va.) which period we have received in do- 

To the Members thereof and the nations, and life and annual subscrip- 
Public. tions, the sum of 1267 Dollars. 

BreETHERN AND Faisnvs—Accord- On our first institution, we appoint- 


ing to the custom of Bible Societies, ed persons in different parts of the 
and an express provision of our Con- county, to make enquiry for all those 
stitution, we do, from time to time, poor families and individuals who 
deliver to you an account of our pro- were destitute of Bibles, and would 
ceedings, and lay before you a sum- come within the charity of the insti- 
mary view of the operations of our tution; to all such were Bibles and 
sister societies, in different parts of ‘Testaments delivered. Bot we did 
the world. We invite all persons to notthink proper to confine our dona- 
a particular examination of the sub- tions to the inhabitants of our county; 
ject.—Our hope of success is, from we have supplied some destitute fami- 
acorrect knowledge being diffused, lies in the adjoining counties, and al- 

ofthe great necessity and usefulness so bestowed a considerable number 

of such institutions. Our fear of fail. on the soldiers who were passing 

ure is, from an inexcusable ignorance through our county for Norfolk, and 

which prevails among too many, as were toa man destitute of Bibles — 

} tothe nature, the benefits, and suc- We felt it our duty to supply these 

: cess of such institutions —-We there. persons, who were about to hazard 
‘ fore, once more, solicit your serious their lives in the defence of their 
attention toa plain, but distressing country, and were in peculiar dan- 

| statement of facts, shewing the need ger of death, with those oracles which 
of Bibles in all parts of the world,— alonecan rightly teach us how to 
and also present you with a pleasing prepare ourselves for this soleran e- 
view of what Christians are doing to vent. In these different ways we have 
remove this calamity from the earth, distributed 400 Bibles and 125 ‘Testa- 
We shall find much to animate and ments. If it be asked what good hag 
encourage us to zeal and liberality, been done by such distributions, we 
and also cause to thank God that he answer,—that we have fulfilled an evi- 
has moved the hearts of so many to dent duty of Christian Charity; we 
undertake, and with a spirit ne- have done what none ought to slight 
ver before manifested, one of the no- or censure ; supplied the destitute 
blest works in which man can be en- with the best means of obtaining the 
gaged ;—the promotion of «religion . best knowledge & truest happiness in 
by the dissemination of the word: of . the world. We have at least tempt- 
God. We shall begin by laying .be- “ed them to examine for themselves 
fore you the receipts and expenditures : those scriptures which alone can 
| of our own society, which, we are «;make us wise tosalvation. If it be 
happy to state, is only one out of‘ asked us to relate some evident in- 
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atances of reformation, produced by 
the giftofthe Bible, we might per- 
haps be unable to satisfy the desire, 
by pointing to any particular and re- 
markable instances within our own 
bounds; and yetthere may, for aught 
we know, be many who have been 
greatly improved by the gift, and 
some perhaps completely awakened, 
and, by the grace of God, converted, 
through its instrumentality. We 
might however fill volumes with the 
accounts, that could be collected, of 
pérsons who have been converted by 
the reading of the Gospel, and of 
those who have been consoled and 
strengthened by its blessed contents, 
We are satisfied to rest our assurance 
of its beneficia! effects on the promis- 
es of God. ‘* For as the rain cometh 
down aud the snow from Heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, thatit may give seed to the 
sower, and bread tothe eater, so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth—it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall pros- 
per in the thing whereunto I sent it.” 

We have also lent our aid to some 
ofthe Sister Societies in America, 
for the purpose of carrying on plans 
of generl usefulness. We have as- 
sisted, by a donation of one hundred 
dollars, the Societies of New-York 
and Philadelphia, in publishing the 
Bible and Testament into the French 
language, to supply the destitute in 
Louisiana and inthe Canadian fron- 
tiers, the inhabitants of which coun- 
tries are in a deplorable state, as to 
Bibles and Religion. We have late- 
ly voted twohundred dollars to the 
New-York Society, to aid it in ob- 
taining a new set of Stereotype plates 
of a larger letter, which, on many ac- 
eounts was truly desirable ;—The 
half of this sum is to be returned us 
in Bibles if wante@ We have now 
remaining in our Treasury the 
swim of 679 dollars. 


We will now proceed to give you ; 
brief view of the number and opera- 
tion of Bible Societies in” A merica,— 
There are, as we have stated, 109 in 
the United States—viz. 2 in New. 
Hampshire, 8 in Massachusetts, 2 in 
Rhode Island, 2 in Connecticut, 10 
in Vermont, 25 in New York, 5 in 
New Jersey, 13 in Pennsylvania, } in 
Delaveire, 5 in Maryland, |! in the 
District of Columbia, 14 in Virginia, 
l in North Carolina, 2 in South Care: 
lina, 1 in Georgia, 6 in Ohio, 1 in 
Kentucky, 2 in Tennessee, 1 in Lou- 
isiana, lin Mississippi Territory, 4 
in Indiana Territory. 

To this we will add an extract of a 
letter froma gentleman in Philadel- 
phia, to the Secretary of this Society, 
dated March 26th, 1816. 

“ No less than eight Bible associa- 
tions have been formed in this City 
and adjoining Districts within a few 
weeks, the object of which is to ex- 
plore the want of every family and in- 
dividual with respect to the sacred 
volume in the City, &—-The greatest 
facility bas attended this business, 
and is another proof that the Lord's 
hand is inthe blessed work of distri- 
buting the Scriptures, by raising up 
suitable instruments to accomplish 
his holy purposes.” 

We rejoice atthe number and the 
zeal of our Bible Societies, but yet, 
when we consider the pressing wants 
of sc many thousands in our land, 
when we consider thatthe aggregate 
amount is insufficient—that as yet 
we have done little or nothing for the 
Heathen—when we consider the 
wealth of the people in the United 
States—when we consider the grati- 
tude, zeal, and liberality with which 
God’s mercies ought to inspire our 
breasts—when we consider how much 
more might be done than is done ;—~ 
and. how many there are, calling 
themselves Christians, who yet will 
not lend their aid to such benevolent 
objects—we ought to smite upon our 
breasts and say, God be merciful to 














‘Ta. Paut we will not dwell upon this piin- 
ful theme-—we will yet hope that the 
cause Will continue to prosper, and 
daily to engage, more and more, of 
ihe zeal and charity of our country- 











10 men. With such a hope and expec- 
M Bitstion, letus now turn our attention 
a o other quarters of the Globe, and 
he jelight ourselves with the glorious 
4, Bithings that are doing for the Church 
* of God by these same most successful 
n 


institutions. 





Extract from the last report of the 
New York Society. 


- “In tarning our eyes from a view 
, of the progress of the Bible cause in 
this Western Hemisphere, to survey 
the labors of cur Christian brethern 
across the Atlantic, the attention is 
irresistably drawn to the contempla- 
tion of that magnificent establishment 
in G Britain, which has astonished 
tue world by the splendour of its 
Stransactions. Every returning Anni- 
versary has afforded new matter for 
admiration of the grandeur and felict- 
ty of its design—the magnituce of its 
perations—the immense contriba- 
* to its funds—its distinguished 
patronage—the unbounded liberality 
with which it aids and cherishes kind- 
réd institutions in every country, and 
the extensive benefits ofits influence 
in promoting this glorious work 
throughout the inhabited globe. 
_ The receipts of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society during the ele- 
venth year of its existence, amounted, 
including sales of the Scriptures, to 
nearly one hundred thousand pounds 
sterling ; of which its Auxiliary in- 
stitutions contributed nearly sixty- 
two thousand pounds. During the 
same period, it has issued 126,156 
Bibles, and | 23,776 New Testaments. 


rm, 


Since its formation, it bas circulated. 


nearly one million three hundred 
thousand copies of the Scriptures —_ 
|; Thirty new Auxiliary Societies were 
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Ua Jus micerable and ungrateful creatures. formed in the dominions of Great 


Britain during the last year. 

On the Continent of Europea con- 
siderable number of new Bible Socie- 
ties have lately been formed, which, 
together with those before instituted, 
are actively engaged in disseminating 
the light of Divine Revelation. 

The Bible Society at St. Petersburg, 
now called the Russian Bible Society, 
assisted by nine large Auxiliary ese 
tablishments, is printing 92,000 co- 
pies ef the Scriptures in several of 
the langaages and dialects spoken 
in that Empire. Among other 
works ofimportance, they have un- 
derteken to print the Persian transia- 
tion of the New Testament by the late 
Rev. Henry Martyn, which has re- 
ceived the distinguishe@ approbation 
of the Persian Monarch, and will be 
extensively circulated throughout the 
dominions of that sovereign, as well 
as in the western provinces of Persia, 
now subject to Russia, 

The Tartar New Testament, print- 
ed at Karass, is much sought for, and 
read with interest by a great number 
of Mahommedans. A Mufti of note, 
in the Crimea, aceepted the present 
ofa copy of that work with exultation, 
and expreesions of gratitude, and has 
become an annual subscriber of 50 
rubles to the Russian Bible Society. 

A Tarkish translation of the whole 
Bible by Hali Bey, in 1666, in manu- 
script, which had been deposited for 
a century and a half in the archives 
ofthe University of Leyden, is now 
printing at Berlin, at the expense of 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty. This werk is much asked for by 
the Turks, and will probably be cir- 
culated to an immense extent. 

The writings and active exertions 
ofthe learned and pious Leander Van 
Ess, Catholic Professor of Divinity in 
the, University of Marburgh, have 
greatly contributed to lessen the pre- 
judices of Roman Catholics against 
reading the Scriptures, and the use of 
the Bible among them as a schoo! 




















book, has become common in Ger- 
many. 

The Canton of St. Gall, in Swit- 
zerjand, contains upwards of 100 
Catholic parishes, in which the read- 
ing of the Scriptures was formerly 
prohibited. HKighty or ninety of these 
parishes have some time since receiy- 
ed permission from their Bishop to 
peruse them. 

A considerable number of Catho- 
lics in Europe (among whom are dig- 
natariss of the Church) have expres- 
sed their decided and cordial approba- 
tion ofthe principle of Bible Socie- 
ties. Several contributed to the 
funds of these institutions, and some 
eminent characters among them have 
cheerfully consented to take a part 
in their direction. 

The intelligence from India is also 
of the most cheering complexion.— 
The Missionaries at Serampore have 
extended their translations to 25 Eas- 
tern Dialects, of which 21 are in the 
press. Inaletter from Dr. Cary to 
a friend in England, is contained the 
following information : “ Itisa fact, 

hat tho’ we have ten Presses at work, 
we have not hada copy of either the 
Bengalee or ffindostanee New Testa- 
ment the last six months, and are o- 
bliged to give away a single Gospel as 
fast as it leaves the Press; yet we 
have demands from every quarter for 
copies.” 

By the joint labors of the Rev. Mr. 
Morrison at Canton, and the Rev. 
Mr. Marshman at Serampore, the 
translation of the Scriptures into the 
Chinese language is becoming much 
improved. A practicable and sure 
mode of circulating the New Testa- 
ment has been adopted by the Rev. 
Wm. Milne, the colleague of Mr. 
Morrison, among the numerous Chi- 
nese settlers in Java, Malacca, and 
Penang. He has supplied eight Chi- 
nese schools with New Testaments 
for the school masters, by whom they 
were used as school-books. 

In Western Africa, some Mahom-_ 
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‘sed great satisfaction on receiving eo. 


‘completing a version of the Bible j 










medans of distinction, have expres 







pies of the New Testament in Arabic 
They have perused them with great 
eagerness, and asked for a large sup. 
ply of them. 

The remarkable conversion of 
Priest of Buddhoo, eminent for hj 
rank, his learning and his respect 
bility of character in the Island , 
Ceylon, appears not unworthy of, 
tice among the late interesting oceu 
rences in the Bible cause; especialy 
as he is likely to be made instrume; 
tal in reflecting back upon the Page 
world, the light of that Gospel whic 
we trust has shined into his hear 
and translated him from darkness } 
to the marvellous kingdom of th 
Son ot God—He is now engaged ji 




















to the Cingales and Magada langus. 
ges, spoken in the interior of the 
country. and is to study the Scrip 
tures under the care of a Missionar 
at Colombo, until qualitied to preaci, 








Extracts from the Appendix to th 
Eleventh Keport of the British 
and loreignu Bible Society. 









‘ 
From the correspondence of the Rey 
R. Pinkerton. 


HANOVER, JULY 25th, 1814. 
The Hanoverian Bible Society 

established this afternoon, amidst 
select company of Ministers of State, 
Ministers of Religion of every deno- 
mination, and other honorable citi: 
zens. Yes, blessed be God! this e 
vening I have again had the. ines- 
pressible pleasuse of enjoying a coun: 
terpart to that never tu be loasstien 
scene, which took place in the palace 
of Prince Alexander Galitzin in St. 
Petersburgh, on the memorable 234 
of January, 1813. In Hanover, as in 
Petersburgh, I saw the Lutheran, 
Calvinistic, and Catholic Clergy, join 
hands to promote the good cause ; 
- and some of these persons assured me, 
after the meeting, that though they 


























had been co teachers of the same re- 
ligion in this city for many years, yet 
they never had an opportunity of 
speaking to each other before. Llow 
admirable the plan, which is capable 
of bringing together the long divided 
parts of Christianity! When the chiel 
Catholic Priest entered the room, he 
came straight to me, grasped my 
hand in the most cordial manner; avd 
with a countenance beaming with joy, 
said, ‘I rejoice that I have an oppor- 
tunity of uniting in such a glorious 
cause. I am decidedly of opinion, 


that the Scriptures should be put in- 


to the hands of every class cf men, 
and that even the poorest ané mean- 
est should have it in his power to 
draw ‘divine instruction from the 
fountain head” This worthy char- 
acter, on being chosen one of the 
Directors, accepted the office with 
great pleasure, and promised that he 
would labor to promote the object of 
the Society to the utmost of his pow- 
er.” 
From the same. 
ELBERFFLD, July loth, 1814. 

“ Wupper Valley, in which the 
towns of Elberfeld and Barmen are 
situated, is no Jess tamous in Germa- 
ny for its most extensive manufac- 
tures, than for its diversity of reJi- 
gious denominations, and the pious 
character ofits inhabitants. Glory 
be to God ! in the cause of the Bible 
we have them all united—The sphere 
of operation for the Berg Bible Socie- 
ty, includesavery large population, 
of which a great proportion are Catho- 
lics ; and I have been assured on 
good authority, that many thousands 
of them never saw a bible; and that 
among many of them, the meaning 
of the word Bible is unknown. 





From the same. 
ST. PETERSBURGH. ocT. 1, 1814, 
“In the afternoon of the 24th ult. 
Mr. Papof and myself repaired to the 
Nevskoy Monastery, to pay.a visit to 


> : 


== & 


15 


































the Georgian Archbishop, Dosith- 
ous, whois about to take his de 
partuve for his native country in the 
course of a few weeks, and has @ 
weighty commission from his Impe- 
rial Majesty, to endeavor to better 
the state of education among the 
Clergy in Georgia. We met with a 
kind reception from the Archbishop. 
Having been informed by our honora- 
ble president, prince Galitzin, that | 
his Grace had not only become a | 
member of the Russian Bible Socie- 
ty himself, but had also prevailed 
upon many of his countrymen to do | 
the same, and particularly the Roy- 
al Family of Georgia, and to consult 
with the Archbishop about the pos- 
sibility of establishing a Bible Socie- | 
ty in Teflis, the Capital —These two 
points we discussed fully ; and obtain- 
ed from his Grace most satisfactory 
information He said, thatthe num- 
ber of Christians, who belonged to 
the Grecco Georgian Church in Geor- 
gia, Imeretta, and Mingrellia, wa 
upwards of one million. That in 
Georgia proper, there were nearl 
960 churches or congregations; an 
Imeritta and Mingrellia, 1,100. 
Notwithstanding which, the Arch 
bishop affirmed, that there were no 
200 copies of the Bible to be found ig 
all these 2,000 Churches. There ne 
ver has been but one edition of th 
Gruzian or Georgian Bible printed 
This was executed in Moscow. i 
1745, in alarge folio volume. Tk 
language in which the translation 
made, is nearly the same which is 
present spoken in Georgia, exceptin 
that the style is more dignified, ag 
the alphabet differs considerably frog 
that in common books. 

He spake with deep concern of 
state of education among the Clerg 
which in general consists in their } 
ing able to read the Church Servic 
very few of them having an adequa 
knowledge of the Holy Seriptures. 
Religion, he said, was more culti 
ed among the femalegin Georgia th 


the Priesis theinselves. According 
to the history of the Grazian Chere} 
that were Gonverted to the 
Christian faith about the year 320, 
by the preaching of a Grecian virgin, 
talled Ninaa, who stil! occupies the 
first place in the calender of their 
Saints, and the females of m xdern 
tines still follow the rood example of 
Ninna; issomuch that the Archbish- 
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©p asstred us, that a proper knowl 
ecce of the doctrines of revelation is 
ettil considered among the better 


yenks in Georgia, as an indispensa- 
bie part of female education. 

His Gaace agreed most heart ily to 

promote the establishment of a Geor- 
m gian Bible Society, on his arrival in 
WN )“Peflis. He expressed a great desire 
ip | for anumber of copies of the Holy 
m Scriptures in the Armenian, Persian, 
H, Modern Greek, Parkish and Tartar 
| (Sanguages; all of which are spoken 
» by numbers in Georgia. 
S } We promised to furnish him with 
f (Modern Greek, Armenian, and Tar- 
p tar Testamenis, and informed him 
that we had creat h opes of being able 
elsotoadd Persian aad Turkish in 
+he course of some time.” 














» fromthe Rev. John Patterson. 
St. Petersburgh, October 21. 
“ We have this day had a meeting 
mf the Committee of the Russian 
Bible Society, end a most brilliant 
me it was. We had a Rassian, an 
Armenian and a Georgian Areh- 
lishop; the Roman Catholic Metro. 
plitan; two Archimandrites, and an 
bbe; Princes, Excellences, apd 
rds, nota few. ‘f'\2 project for 
ible Associations, was considered, 
d unanimously epproved; each 
ce President and Director had his 
strict assigned him, in order to 
irry it into effect. Ten thousand 
all papers have been ordered for 
ymediate circulation. I laid a num. 
ir of propositions before the Coin- 
jtlee, which ®ere @l agreed to ; 
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winong the males ;—yea, than among andl hope they will tend to hasten 





onthe printing of the diferent edi- 
tions. he demand for Bibles is as- 
tonishing, and it is painful in the ex- 
treme not to beable to satisiv them; 
it makes one’s heart achie to see poor 
and rich coming, and earnestly re- 
questing Bibles for money, and 
obliged to go away without the 
heavenly treasure. 

The poor Kussians even fall down 
and kiss one’s feet to prevail on one 
to give thems Bibles ; and supposing 
that money can do every thing, they 
even oifer the young men in ovr de- 
pository, drink money, if they wil 
jet them have a Bible for payment,— 
A Bible serves more than one ; the 
poor day laborers, who have been so 
happy as to get one among a number, 
spend their leisure in hearing one of 
their companions read to them the 
words of eternal life. The New Tes- 
tament now frequently supplies the 
piace of Novels on the toilets of the 
tormerly gay and fashionable. A 
poor Tartar, who lately got a copy of 
the Tartar New Testament as a pre: 
sent, kissed the back on receiving it, 
repeated the same ceremcny on 
getting home with it, and now spends 
ali his spare time in reading it, and 
finds much pleasure in so doing.” 





from the Rev. J Patterson and 
RK. Pinkerton. 
St. Petersburg, Jan. 13, 1815. 

“It is with the most heartfelt 
pieasnre that we address you at the 
commencement of a new year: and 
while we present you with the sin- 
ecerest congratulations on the success 
of our common cause, we feel pecu- 
har happiness in being able to com- 
municate intelligence, highly caleu- 
lated to strengthen your hands, and 
animate your hearts with new vigor 
and ardor, in the prosecution of your 
honorable work. 

The Russian Bible Society is daily 
and visibly gaining more interest in 
the estimation of the public. its 


Pare 





255 


beneficial effects upon the hearts and 
lives of men are becoming more and 
more evident; and in proportion as 
good men are every where brought 
more thoroughly acquainted with its 
principles, their exertions augment, 
and their prayers increase in fervour 
for its prosperity. 

The New Testament in the ‘Fartar 
and Chinese language, is now com- 
ing into circulation, and the Persian 
New Testament and Turkish Bible, 
are preparing for it. To have a just 
view of the mighty importance of 
these four translations, you need 
only to reflect for a moment, that 
through them the oracles of the living 
and true God will be opened to near. 
ly one haifof the population of the 
whole world.” 





Fromthe Rev. R. Pinkerton. 
St, Petersburgh, Jan. 26th, 1815. 
* Our Calmuc, Tartar, Armenian, 

Georgian, and Persian editions of 
the Scriptures, are the glorious links 
ofachain which will soon unite us 
with our Indian co-laborers. Oh! 
to behold the Mandjur and Tibetan 
tribes enriched with the oracles of 
God in their own languages also!— 
This, our Redeemer will accomplish 
in due time; for his kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all nations 
shall serve and obey him. Blessed 
be his glorious name forever ; and let 
the whole earth be filled wath his 
glory! 

The demand for Russian Bibles is 
every day increasing Several most 
affecting letters were read to day, in 
which some thousand copies are re- 
quired. In one village in the govern- 
ment of Woroncsk, about 400 pea- 
sants have, of their own accord, come 
forward to our assistance, and have 
contributed among themselves up- 
wards of 370 rubles, which they have 
sent in to the committee of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society, accompanied by 
a letter expressive of the most sin- 
cere desires for the prosperity of this 


benevolent institution, and requesting. 
a number of Bibles to be sent to then. 
Another letter from Ischerkosk, the 
chief city of the Don Cossacxs, gives 
us the pleasing prospect of soon be- 

holding a Cossack Bibie Society es- 

tablished among that brave and war- 

like tribe. In the Sweuthern pro- 
vinces the Modern Greek New ‘es- 

taments are much cai:el for; and 

some good men living near the fron- 
tiers of the empire, express a strong 
desire to possess them in grester 
numbers, thatthey may be enidiled 

to furnish their brethern with them. 
also, in the northern provinces of. 
Turkey.” 

To be continued. 





Zan-JNaw's IDagasine. 


Martinsburgh, June 20, 1816. 





The terrible persecution of Mareus 
Antoninus lasted eighteen vears— 
Aad yet this Emperor was a grave, 
moral man, and one who prided him- 
selfon being a Philogopher. Strong 
proof this that a mere decent exterior 
does not make the christian—that 
without a CHANGE OF HEART 
there is no true piety. 

About this time lived in Africa, 
the famous Tertuilian. He wrote, 
among other works, an “* Apology 
for the christians,” of which the fol- 
lowing is an extract—It gives a beau. 
tiful view of the manners and spirit 
of christians in his time : 

“ We pray, sayshe, for the safety 
of the emperors to the eternal God, 
thetrue and living God, whom em- 
perors themselves would desire to be 
propitious to them above all others 
who are called Gode. We, looking 
up to heaven with out-stretched hands, 
because they are harmless, with nak- 
ed head, because we are not asham- 
ed, without a prompter, because wa 
pray from the heart, constantly pray 
for all emperors, that they may have 
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a long life, a secure empire, a safe 
house, strong armies, a faithful sen- 
ate, a well moralised people, a quiet 
state of the world, whatever Cesar 
would wish for himself in his public 
and private capacity. I cannot so- 
licit these things from any other than 
from Him, from whom, I| knew, I 
shail obtainthem, because he alone 
can do these things, and I am he 
who may expect them of him, being 
his servant, who worship him alone, 
and lose my life for his service.— 
‘Thus then let the hoofs pierce us, 
while our hands are stretched out to 
God, let crosses suspend us, let fires 
consume us, let swords pierce our 
breasts, let wild beasts trample on us, 
A PRAYING CHRISTIAN IS IN 
A FRAME FOR ENDURING ANY 
THING. Act in this manner, ye 
generous rulers; kill the soul who 
supplicates God for the empero:r.— 
Were We disposed to return evil for 
evil, it were easy for us to revenge 
the injuries which we sustain. But 
God torbid that his people should vin- 
dicate themselves by human fire, or 
be reluctant to endure that by which 
their sincerity is evinced. Were we 
disposed to act the part, I will not 
say of secret assassins, but of open 
enemies, should we want forces and 
numbers ?—Are we not dispersed 
through the world? It is true we 
are but of yesterday, and yet we have 
filled ali your places, cities, islands, 
castles, boroughs, councils, camps, 
courts, palaces, senate, forum. We 
leave you only your temples. To 
what war should we not be ready and 
well prepared, even tho’ unequal in 
numbers, we who die with so much 
pleasure, were it not that our religion 
requires us rather to suffer death 
than to inflict it ? Were we to make 
a general secession from your do- 
Minions, you would be astonished at 
your solitude. 

We are dead to all ideas of honor 
and dignity ; nothing is more foreign 
to us than political concerns. ‘The 
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whole world is our republic. 

We are a body united in one bond 
of religion, discipline and hope. We 
meet in our assemblies fur prayer.— 
We are compelled to have recourse 
to the divine oracles for caution and 
recolicction on all occasions. We 
nourish our faith by the word of God, 
we erect our hope, we fix our confi- 
dence, we strengthen our discipline 
by repeatedly inculeating precepts, 
exhortations, corrections, and excom- 
munication, when it is needful. This 
last, as being in the sight of God, is 
of great weight, and is a strong pre- 
Judice of the future judgment, if any 
behave in so scandalous a@ manner ag 
to be debared from holy communion. 
Those who preside among us are 
elderly persons, not distinguished for 
opulence, but worth of character.— 
Every one pays into the public chest 
once a month, or when he pleases, 
and according to his ability and in- 
clination ; for there is no compulsion. 
‘These are, as it were, the deposits of 
piety, ifence we relieve and bury 
the needy, support orphans, and de- 
crepid persuns, those who have suf- 
fered shipwreck, and those who, for 
the word of God, are condemned to 
the mines, or imprisonment. This 
very charity of ours has caused us to 
be noticed by some ; see, say they, 
how they love one another” 

From the death of Marcus to the 
end of the second century, the church 
enjoyed rest. During this season 
many of the nobility of Rome with 
their families became its members. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THose of our subscribers who will 
procure and forward to us the names 
of two ofhker responsible subscribers 
shall be allowed a discount of fifty 
cents, oh their own subscription tothe 
Magazine, for the first year. 

Those who have already paid their 
subscription, forthe first year, will 
on doing as above, be credited fifty 
cents of what they have paid, on the 
subscription for the second year. 








